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Sisters and Brothers in Christ
May the Grace, Peace, Hope and Love of Jesus fill you each day.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
4

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on doing the
things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:4-9)
8

March 15, 2020, was the last time we worshiped together in our sanctuary. That was 28 weeks ago, over half of the year.
Since then, the start of our pandemic shutdown (the first cases were recorded in January and the first deaths were in February), we have been through many things: complete shutdowns of bars, restaurants, movie theaters, etc., nursing homes
and assisted living facilities barring visits from family members; 7,000,000 cases of COVID and over 200,000 deaths in the
USA with no end in sight; protests and riots over the inequality of our society that people of color experience on a daily basis precipitated by the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis; vitriol over the mandates to wear masks; political fighting
over the use of emergency executive powers by governors; a presidential campaign like none I’ve seen before (my first
presidential election was 1976 – Jimmy Carter vs. Gerald Ford); millions of acres and countless homes burned in California,
Oregon, and Washington; the death of a beloved Justice of the Supreme Court and the ensuing fight about appointing another; nine named tropical storms and hurricanes moving inland in the Gulf Coast States and the Eastern Seaboard; record
high temperatures in Alaska and Siberia that have led to the smallest Arctic ice sheet; and the list could go on. Are you as
depressed reading this as I am writing this?
How can we rejoice at a time like this? How can we be gentle when there are so many people with which we disagree? How
can we not worry with everything that is happening? Turn it over to God by prayers and supplications that include giving
thanks according to Paul. When we do that, God’s Peace will guard our hearts and minds.
Is that all we are to do? No, I think that with God’s presence in our lives we are called to do more. In the “Sermon on the
Plain” (as opposed to the sermon given while flying Delta to Jerusalem.

) found in Luke 6:17-40, Jesus says,

27

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you,
pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who
takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
Even in these difficult and sometimes maddening times, we are called to love and pray for even those we find most difficult
to deal with.
I certainly pray that we will soon have a vaccine that everyone can and will take. I pray for equality for ALL people in our
nation, states, counties, cities and churches. I pray for a calm election where we treat each other with respect and dignity.
May God bless the United States (and all the world for that matter) with Grace, Peace, Hope and Love.
Pastor Gary

Nursery is no longer staffed. So parents
MUST watch their own child(ren). There is a
speaker in the room to listen to the sermon.
Toys are available in Cart Two.
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Service

Worship Attendance
2020
2019
1st
1st 2nd

Sept 6
Sept 13
Sept 20
Sept 27

98
116
92
126

39
44
56
35

54
47
66
48

Reminder that we are following our
Building Use Policy—the church
entrance doors will remain locked
unless there are two people present in
the building. Please call ahead before
you come to church, as there are
times when we are not in the building,
even though we are working. Also,
most days someone is in the office
earlier than 9:00 a.m. and later than
1:00 p.m.

Office Hours
Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday
Admin. Assist. Ginger Mayer
Office is open (9:00-1:00)
Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs-Fri
Megan Lenz– Director CYFM
Mon, Thurs, Fri (9-11:30)

Publication Date for
the next Messenger:
Articles for the November
issue need to be in the
office by NOON on Monday
Oct 25th

In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership,
people serving in dangerous and
difficult settings, returned and
returning service people and their
families, all who seek and await
peace.

HEADS UP CORNER


Youth group for
November will be on
the 4th and the 18th



We will making
caramel apples on
November 18th! Super
excited! I will have
caramel, candy, and
apples. No nuts will be
provided due to some
allergies.

October
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

4 World
Communion
Sunday

5

9:00 AM
Worship Service
9:30 Sunday
School

6

7

9:30 Brush &
Palette

5:30
Trustees

3:00 PM Bible
Study

6:30 Youth
Group

Fri
2

6:00 PM
worship team
8
9

Sat
3

10

6:30 AUMC
Council mtg

6:30PM PEO

6:30 PM SPRC
11

12

13

14

Worship Service

9:30 Brush &
Palette

9:30 Sunday
School

3:00 PM Bible
Study

6:00 PM
Family
Harvest
party

9:00 AM

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

6:30 PM CYF
ministry Mtg
18

19

20

21

9:00 AM
Worship Service

9:30 Brush &
Palette

No Sunday
School

3:00 PM Bible
Study

6:00 Youth
Group
Pumpkin
carving

25 communion 26

27

28

9:00 AM
Worship Service

9:30 Brush &
Palette

9:30 Sunday
School

3:00 PM Bible
Study

Happy
Halloween

Road Ditch Clean-up: The fall clean-up of County Road 82 ditch from
Rosewood Lane to just past Lake Victoria was done on Saturday, September
19th. Thank you to Jeanne and Jerry Miller, their daughter and son-in-law Laura
and Todd Boche, Pastor Gary, Sue Merten, Chuck and Sharon Holm, John
Helgeson, and Carol Meyer.
On behalf of all those watching and/or attending Sunday worship I want to
issue a huge thank you to the worship team for the outstanding effort they expend
week after week. If you attend in person you have seen the number of cords,
music stands, microphones, camera, musical instruments etc. that have to be
brought out from the church building and returned each week! No matter what
time I arrive or leave these faithful: Gary, Cheryl, Deb, Scott, and Janet are
always there. Jeremy has helped many days and does a wonderful job on the
control board which enhances the worship experience for all of us. I urge you to
thank each of these wonderful contributors when you get the opportunity.
Love Offering: Thank you to ever yone for their donations to the love offer ing we collected $1,315 that was sent to the Annual conference.

October Birthdays
2) Kathy Durkee

17) Kay Kortlever

3) Mitch Kaeter

18) Dennis Brede
John Helgeson

4) Woody Hoiseth
Lori Lindstrom

21) Lois Zimmerschied

6) Dennis Cin

22) Don Mehesan

7) Amanda Langner

23) Justin Balcome

8) Jerry Hamelau
10) Jerry Miller

24) Joan Voigt
Ray Watts

12) Colton Cavers

25) Tammy Gettel

13) Jared Nelson

26) Elizabeth Zins

15) Tom Martin
16) Denise Dropik
Gabriel Evink
Kathy Fredin

Worship in the Sanctuary in the Season of COVID-19
If you are uncomfortable attending worship at this time, if you are vulnerable and could have an
adverse reaction to COVID-19, or if someone in your home is vulnerable, please consider staying
home and watching the service on our YouTube channel, “Alex UMC”.
1. Please enter the building using the right two doors; they will be marked “Entrance”. Please use
the right two doors when exiting; they will be appropriately marked. The ONLY exception
will be for people using wheelchairs.
2. Hand sanitizer is available in multiple locations. We should make use of them often.
3. All people in the building and sanctuary are required to wear masks.
4. Some sort of electronic bulletin will be available to those with cell phones, iPads, or similar
devices. Bulletins, hymnals, Bibles, and attendance pads will not be used and have been
removed from the sanctuary. The service will be projected using PowerPoint.
a. If you wish to use a Bible, there is a wonderful cellphone app I use every day called
“YouVersion”. You can find it in the Apple Store or Google Play. It has 61 English
language Bibles. I highly recommend it.
5. Greeters will not be used at this time. Ushers will direct people to appropriate seating.
6. People entering into the sanctuary will be appropriately spaced
a. The pews will be marked as to where people should be seated.
b. Please should move into an available interior section of the pew.
i. In other words, you may not sit at the end of a pew if an interior section is
available, because . . .
c. No one should cross over another to get to a section.
7. Singing – People may sing the hymns softly while wearing facemasks. (I know this is against
advice, including Bishop Ough’s, and I will be thinking about this, but if we are appropriately
spaced, wearing masks, and singing softly I can’t see the harm.)
8. Passing the Peace will be dropped for the time being.
9. Baskets to collect offerings will be placed so people can give. Offering plates will not be
passed around. Mailed in or electronic giving is highly recommended.
10. Communion
a. Pastor will have a loaf and a cup for the communion great thanksgiving
i. These will not be used for the congregation
b. Individual communion packets will be used for the person receiving communion
i. One person using tongs will place (more like a short drop) it into the hand of
the worshiper
c. A trash receptacle will be placed so worshipers can dispose of their waste following
worship.
11. With the conclusion of the service, worshipers should exit the sanctuary and building
maintaining proper distance with others.

Bread Oven Report from 2020: The Bread oven made a total of $38,432.87 dollars
for the summer which was an increase of $6000 from last year. There was 2686 pizzas
that were paid for from June 3 to August 26. There were 23 Non Profits and $13, 150
dollars will be split between all of them. Also they are donating $1000 dollars to the
Love Offering .
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