A Note from Pastor Gary
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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As you are all aware, my time serving as pastor of
Alexandria UMC is drawing to a close. A new adventure awaits Cheryl and I in another community
(though, as of this writing I still don’t know where!);
where I believe God has some work for me. A new
adventure awaits Alex UMC with your new pastor,
Amy VanValkenburg-Dinkel. This is not my last
Messenger article but my “penultimate” article.
I became your pastor on August 1, 2018. That was
a very difficult year for Alex UMC because of the
large number of deaths of church members. I think
Pastor Craig Haberman and I officiated 18 funerals
that year.
As I think back on my four years here, many things
have been accomplished by Alex UMC.
1. We’ve worked through some of the difficult
feelings that remained from the years prior to
Pastor Craig. After many discussions,
apologies were offered and accepted.
Eventually, the Bishop’s ban on the retired
pastor worshiping here was lifted.

Our Mission is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Our Vision is to grow and
live in the spirit of Christ.

2. Just prior to the covid shutdown, Alex UMC
had a financial crisis to the point where staff
might not get paid. Working with the Finance
Committee, we drew up a plan to get us back
on a healthy track. At the end of 2021, we
were doing well.
3. Covid hit and nearly everything in the United
States was shut down, including worship here
at Alex UMC. In response,
A. Using an older video camera, a laptop,
your video contributions, and Cheryl’s
incredible editing skills, we were able to

put together a recorded worship service that was uploaded each week to
our new YouTube channel.
B. With the help of Deb Parrott, Janet Eisele, Scott Garvin, Jeremy Scribner,
and Cheryl, we were able to hold outdoor worship services during the
summer of 2020 which were live-streamed to YouTube.
C. In the Fall of 2020, we transitioned to live-streaming from inside the
sanctuary. Getting the right equipment and working out all the bugs was a
challenge.
4. During my tenure, we restarted choir and have brought some wonderful choral
music to our worship services.
5. I have baptized 4 babies, confirmed 20 students, officiated 2 weddings, and
had 27 funerals.
6. Working with the SPRC, we hired Janet Eisele as our worship accompanist,
Ginger Mayer as our Administrative Assistant, Michael Klumper as our
Custodian, and Megan Lenz as our Director of Children Youth and Families
Ministries (sadly, she resigned for a different job last December). Many thanks
to Colleen Schutte and Cheryl Taylor for filling in when needed!
7. I have offered support and one or two ideas for our very successful Wood-fired
Oven Pizza Night. In 2018, they were baking pizzas every other week. In 2019,
they went to every week. In 2020, working with a plan to keep everyone safe
from covid, they continued to bake pizzas and we became a popular place for
people to drive in to pick up a pie. 2021 was their most successful year as they
donated over $12,000 to local non-profits and Alexandria became known at
“that place that has the wood-fired oven pizza”. THANK YOU’s to Vicki
Johnston, Kevin Jensen, and John Heydt, along with dozens of volunteers who
made it a success.
8. The Community Gardens continue to be popular in our neighborhood as does
the playground equipment. During the summer, I see people at the gardens and
children at the playgrounds every day. The people who work with the gardens –
Heidi Ryan, Deb Parrott, Gary Brink and others – are continuing to improve
them. The playgrounds are in need of a rebuild or rehab.
9. Something that was discussed and approved before I arrived has finally
happened: screens in the sanctuary that allow words and images to be shown.
We also have new, improved speakers for much better sound and sound
coverage in the sanctuary.

10. Since coming to Alexandria in 2018, I have been involved with community
groups including Katy’s Swing Band at the Senior Center, the Andria Theater’s
production of Hello Dolly, the Central Lakes Symphony Orchestra Horn Choir,
and on the Board of Directors of Someplace Safe. I have given invocations at
the Domestic Violence Awareness Luncheon in 2019, the Alexandria Chamber
of Commerce Awards Luncheon in 2021, and offered opening prayers at City
Council and Douglas County Board meetings.
I well know my weaknesses in ministry while here at Alexandria UMC. I have never
been a good visiting pastor and that continued while I was here (of course, covid
didn’t help). I know that my preaching on racial equity and full inclusion of LGBTQ
persons in the United Methodist Church has not been well received by some and
some of them have chosen to leave.
As I reflect on my tenure at Alexandria UMC and come to the end of my appointment,
I am at ease. I believe that God brought me here for a reason and now God has
something else for me at another church. I believe that God has great things in the
works for Alex UMC with the arrival of Pastor Amy. Just remember, God is never done
working in and through us.
“But in all these things we win a sweeping victory through the one who loved us. 38 I’m
convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not
death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers 39 or
height or depth, or any other thing that is created.” (Romans 8:37-39, Common
English Bible)
Peace in Christ – Pastor Gary

Reminder that we are following our
Building Use Policy—the church
entrance doors will remain locked
unless there are two people present
in the building. Please call ahead
before you come to church, as there
are times when we are not in the
building, even though we are working.
Also, most days someone is in the
office earlier than 9:00 a.m. and
later than 1:00 p.m.

Publication Date for the next
Messenger:
Articles for the June issue need to be in
the office by NOON on Monday May 23rd

In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership, people
serving in dangerous and difficult
settings, returned and returning
service people and their families, all
who seek and await peace. Please
pray for Tom Kreamer and Gary
Brink, and also The Mounsdon
Family as they grieve the loss of
Phyllis Mounsdon.

2022 Worship Service
Attendance
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

89
100
170
138

May Birthdays
May 1st

Abby Evink

May 2nd

Cindy Schlopkohl

May 2nd

Colleen Schutte

May 3rd

Duane Erlandson

May 4th

Kathy Bridenstine

May 4th

Marsha Haugen

May 4th

Rod Tabor

May 4th

Ella Zins

May 7th

Rolly Kortlever

May 7th

Roger Strelow

May 11th

Davyn Thomson

May 16th

Chuck Hardie

May 16th

Sue Lewis

May 17th

Larry Fimon

May 17th

Dick Greengo

May 18th

Norma Nelson

May 19th

Tom DeWitt

May 21st

Judy Santjer

May 24th

Abby Kor

May 28th

McKenna Meyer

May 29th

Walker Merten

May 30th

Josh Langner

May 30th

Madalyn Winger

Store Cards: Reminder we have store cards available from CUB,

Elden’s, Fleet Farm, and Garden Center. A portion of your purchase
goes back to the church’s general fund. We have denominations of
$10, $25, $50 and $100 dollar cards. Store cards are available
Sunday mornings and in the church office during the week.

May Bible Verses
Week of May 1st: Acts 9: 1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19.
Week of May 8th: Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23: Revelation 7:9-17; John 10: 22-30.
Week of May 15th : Acts 11:1-8; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13: 31-35.
Week of May 22nd: Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:10, 22-25:5; Psalm 67; John 14:19-31.
Week of May 26th: Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23, Luke 24:44-53.
The Red Willow Arts Coalition presents FREE Concerts on the Douglas County
Courthouse Lawn! Grab a lawn chair, picnic blanket or simply a patch of grass and
enjoy great quality live music. The concerts are every Thursday night at 7 pm
starting May 26th.
Douglas County United Way is offering : Day of Caring, Friday, May 20th, 2022
Each spring over 350 students representing Discovery Middle School and United Way, provide
Douglas County with 750+ hours of community service for the Day of Caring!
Do you know someone who has an outdoor project that they need help
completing?
Are you a Douglas County resident, nonprofit or have an outdoor service project that
directly benefits our community?
Projects should be a minimum of 2 hours of work for approximately 10 people!
We invite you to share our Online Project Request Form or
Make forms available at your workplace: Printable Project Request Form
For consideration forms must be completed by April 29th, 2022
Questions? Contact Leah Wolkow at lwolkow@uwdp.org

In the Know.. News you need to know about your church
LAWN MOWING :Chuck
Bollen is leading the lawn
mowing this season and is
still asking for Volunteers to
help for the lawn mowing
Crews. We only have two
crews and will need more
people to help with the mowing and trimming
this season. We have been grateful for all the
past volunteers that have helped with the
mowing and know how big of job it is. So, If
interested please reach out to Chuck Bollen:
at 248-952-7977 or
email :cbollen21@gmail.com

Thank you to everyone who brought food in
for Kalon Prep Academy. Jeanne Miller and
Sue Merten delivered the food to Kalon.
The total donations were $720. Of that
$43.25 was used to purchase some juices
and fruits to go along with the food. A
check was sent to Chris Kragenbring at Kalon
Prep Academy for the remainder of the
donation totaling $676.75

As we prepare to welcome a new pastor and bid farewell to Gary and Cheryl it is
important for us as a congregation to remember our obligation to our church. It
has been a harsh winter making it difficult for some to attend services or perhaps
to contribute to the financial stability of Alexandria UMC. Please, as we move into
this new season, give serious consideration to helping us be in a positive financial
status when these events occur. Finance Committee
Children Youth & Family Ministry Committee: is working to plan fun future
activities for the entire congregation to come together as a church family. We had the
All Church Super and Bingo in April, and thank all of you who joined in the fun that
evening! We look forward to planning future events. May is a busy month with end of
school year concerts, programs, sports events, and the start of graduation
celebrations to participate in and attend. We are looking ahead We will let you know
as soon as the All Church event is scheduled.
Fianance Update: Good news! In March we made our final payment to pay off the
loan we had secured from the Trust Fund in 2019 as we addressed our financial
deficit. This reduces our monthly obligations by $430. Thank you everyone for
your faithful support- of Alex UMC.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

1

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

5:30 PM Trustees
mtg

6:30 Church
Council

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

7:00 pm SPRC
meeting

8

9

9:00 AM Worship
Service

10:00 AM Craft Day 9:30 AM Brush & Palette
9:30 AM Coffee Group
3PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Al-anon meeting

15

16

9:00 AM Worship
Service

17

9:30 AM Brush & Palette
2PM Prayer Group
3PM Bible Study

5:00 friends Circle
@ the Lure

6:30 PM Al-anon meeting
6:30 PM PEO Group

22

23

24

9:00 AM Worship
Service

12:30 pm Zetetic
Club meeting

9:30 AM Brush & Palette

Recognition/Reception
for Gary and Cheryl

29

9:00 AM Worship
Service

Gary’s last Sunday.

3PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Al-anon meeting

30

31

Office Closed

9:30 AM Brush & Palette
3PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Al-anon meeting

25

9:30 Joy Circle
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Return Service Requested

Alexandria United Methodist Church Staff/ Office Hours
Address: 2210 6th Ave East

Website: www.alexumc.org
UMC

Office is open (9:00-1:00)

YouTube Channel - Alex-

Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday/email: (pastorgary@alexumc.org)
Ginger Mayer– Administrative Assistant Em ail: (office@alex um c.org)

