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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Covid-19 has certainly changed the lives of all of us, all Minnesotans, US residents, and the entire world. Who could have imagined we would be in the place when the calendar flipped from 2019 to 2020? Oh, I am sure that there were some medical specialists and scientists who were aware of the extreme probability that some sort of worldwide pandemic was possible. There are also
those science fiction writers and movie makers who imagined a world like this. However, most of us just went about our daily
lives expecting that Tuesday would look like Monday and Wednesday, Thursday and Friday would be more of the same. Saturdays
and Sundays would be the change up to our weeks. (Adjust the days to your particular situation.)
In February, we began hearing about this strange new "corona virus" that was highly contagious and by March we were going
into (pick your favorite word) quarantine, lock-down, self-isolation, stay-at-home. Our last in-person worship was on March 15
and we have now had 5 online worship, 7 if you include Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. We celebrated Resurrection Sunday,
aka Easter, online and we have postponed Confirmation Sunday until further notice. Except for the rare excursion to Walmart to
get needed items, I have either been at home or at the office. I am sure that life is quite different for you, too. I pray for all the
families that are trying to work from home and make sure the kids are doing their schoolwork. I pray for all our health care providers who have had to adopt new ways of caring for patients, clients, and residents of hospitals, nursing homes and assisted living homes. I pray for all who have a loved one who is sick and may be dying in one of those facilities and cannot visit them. My
heart breaks.
Several months ago, I wrote about our church being in a "liminal time"; a time between our old reality and the time of new life,
whatever that looks like. It is a time of wandering the dessert wondering when we will enter the promised land. We dream of the
reality we left behind because we do not know what lies ahead. Even the Israelites wanted to go back to Egypt and their slavery. I
think this is one of the reasons many people are protesting to demand a reopening of work, recreational facilities, restaurants,
etc. I fear that they want the old life back, the life that we were comfortable with.
But we can never go back because reality has changed. This is true for us as individuals in this new Covid-19 reality. It is true for
all churches these days. It is true for Alexandria UMC. Fr. Richard Rohr, Franciscan priest and director of the Center for Action and
Contemplation (cac.org), is writing specifically about liminal time this week (April 26 to May 2) His thesis is that liminal time for
people is often precipitated by a tragedy or suffering. However, that time will often lead to something better: new life, renewed
life. We need to be patient, trusting in the One who brings Resurrected Life.
There will be a time when we will begin to worship together. When we start, there will be some rules about how we gather for
worship. I have been thinking a lot about this lately. Here are some of the ways we will restart worship. We will probably not have
greeters, ushers, or food for fellowship. For the foreseeable future, everyone will have to use hand-sanitizer upon entry to the
church. We will have to maintain distance when sitting in the pews. The first people entering the pews will have to move to the
center, so others won't have to "step over". There will not be a "passing the peace" handshakes. Since the sanctuary seats about
300 when tightly packed, we will have to limit attendance to 100 at most, though I think many of you may cautiously wait to
attend for a while. For those who wait, we will live-stream the worship. Those are some of my thoughts about restarting worship.
These ideas and others will be discussed by our Worship Team and Admin Council.
My prayers are with and for you during this Covid-19 liminal time. My prayers are for our church and the new life that lies ahead
of us. Stay home and stay well. Know that God's Spirit is with you, with us, in this time.
Grace and Peace Be with You,
Pastor Gary
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Worship Attendance
2020
2019
1st
2nd
1st 2nd

Apr 5
Apr 12
Apr 19
Apr 26

online
online
online
online

157
175
146
92

63
55
120
45

63
70
150
130

Reminder that we are following our
Building Use Policy—the church
entrance doors will remain locked
unless there are two people present in
the building. Please call ahead before
you come to church, as there are
times when we are not in the building,
even though we are working. Also,
most days someone is in the office
earlier than 9:00 a.m. and later than
1:00 p.m.

Office Hours
Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday
Admin. Assist. Ginger Mayer
Office is open (9:00-1:00)
Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs-Fri
Cheryl—10:00 AM to 8:00 PM
(Wednesdays)

Publication Date for
the next Messenger:
Articles
for
the
June
issue need to be in the
office by NOON on Monday
June 22nd.

In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership,
people serving in dangerous and
difficult settings, returned and
returning service people and their
families, all who seek and await

MAY 2020
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Thu

Please note that activities may change to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Fri

Sat

1

2

We are not having in person worship until May 31 Please watch the
online calendar as that will be more up to date as to what is
happening through this social distancing time.

3

4

5
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7

8

9

11

12

13

14

15

16

5:30 Trustees

6:30 Church
Council

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Online at Alex
UMC youtube
channel at 10:30
AM

10
Online at Alex
UMC youtube
channel at 10:30
AM

17

18

Online at Alex
UMC youtube
channel at 10:30
AM

24
Online at Alex
UMC youtube
channel at 10:30
AM
31

Online at Alex
UMC youtube
channel at 10:30
AM

25
Memorial
Day

Office
Closed

26

FELLOWSHIP GARDENS 2020 Have you seen ear ly signs of Spr ing? Chickadees ar e calling in the
morning, snow is melting, and sap is running. It’s time to get ready for the 2020 growing season, and the
Fellowship gardens are once again offering gardening plots for those interested in growing flowers or vegetables this season! Please contact Heidi Ryan at theryanfamily@charter.net or 'collar her' at church to request a 4 X 8 Plot!
The gardening crew will also be repairing some of the beds this spring, converting some from low beds to
the higher, handicapped-accessible height. Can you help? We’d love folks who are just a wee bit handy to
help with this project. We would supply the wood, the tools, and some refreshments. :-) Again, contact
Heidi to indicate if you could assist.

Heartfelt thanks to all that have continued to support our church in so many ways, most especially with
your prayers and financial support when, at this time, you are unable to support with your presence. We are
grateful that we have been able to pay our bills and keep two employees working without having to apply
for one of the loans/grants authorized by the Congressional Care Act, thus leaving those funds available for
other non profits and small businesses.
We are also extremely grateful for the support of the Minnesota Annual Conference who through the use of
Apportionments are covering the cost of pension and medical insurance for all ministers in the Annual Conference. In the case of Alex UMC, this is just slightly under $1800 per month.
Thanks again, and please continue this support as your family is able. Finance Committee

May Birthdays
1 Abigail Evink

14 Paul Nelson

2 Cindy Schlopkohl
Colleen Schutte

16 Chuck Hardie
Sue Lewis
Samantha Winther

3 Duane Erlandson
4 Kathy Bridenstine
Marsha Haugen
Rod Tabor
Ella Zins

17 Larry Fimon
Dick Greengo
18 Norma Nelson

5 Kayla Brunkow
Connie Good

19 Duane Bonde
Tom DeWitt
Gladys Schmidt

7 Rolly Kortlever

21 Judy Santjer

10 Dylan Brede

25 Abigail Kor

11 Larry Gettel
Davyn Thomson

28 Kristie Brezina
McKenna Meyer
29 Walker Merten

13 Gavin Greengo

30 Josh Langner
Madalyn Winger

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
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