A Note from Pastor Gary
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
May the Grace, Peace and Love of God fill you this day.
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Change is happening. There is not getting around it.
Technology is always changing. Social constructs change.
People change, whether they want to or not. Churches
change, whether they want to or not. An aphorism that
came to mind as I started writing was, “If you are not
changing then you are dying.” I would add that dying is
change, just in a negative way.
Here are some quotes I found on the World Wide Web,
which, by the way, is always changing.
“The measure of intelligence is the ability to
change” - Albert Einstein
“To improve is to change; to be perfect is to
change often.” - Winston Churchill

“Change is the law of life, and those who look only
to the past and present are certain to miss the future” - John F. Kennedy

Our Mission is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Our Vision is to grow and
live in the spirit of Christ.

Sometimes the change we experience is negative. Today,
as I write this Russia has invaded Ukraine. People have
already been killed. Those who survive will be
permanently changed. Just ask any veteran who has
seen combat.

But change can also be for the better, especially if we
direct those changes toward a future goal or future
good. Individually we can learn to be less critical of
others, learn to empathize with others, learn to love as
God loves. For many, that will require an openness to
receiving love from God. Or, as Jesus put it to
Nicodemus, we must be “born again” or “born from
above”.

Churches must change too. Sometimes we get stuck in old ways of doing church; we become
insular and inwardly focused; we resist change while the world around us changes. When
that happens, we fail to follow the Great Commission of Matthew 28. We fail to share the
love of Christ with those who most need to hear and experience it. The message of God’s
love remains the same, the method of sharing that
message must change to meet people where they are.
Alexandria UMC is going through some changes. Two years ago, I said we were in a liminal
season; we’ve left something behind, but we don’t know what lays ahead. COVID only magnified the problem. With all the separation due to covid and the restrictions that came with it,
some people have become anxious. Anxiety needs a relief valve.
As you all know by now, I will be leaving Alexandria UMC at the end of June. A new clergy
person will be appointed. We have recently had the resignation of our Director of Children,
Youth, and Family Ministries. In-person worship has been historically low; in the teens when
the weather has been bad and in the upper 20’s to mid-30’s when the weather has been
good. Our live-stream worshipers have been in the 50’s to 70’s.
Now is the time for Alexandria UMC to take charge of its future. Working together, you can
begin to find new ways of sharing the Good News. Embrace the work already
being done that improve the lives of our community and gives us the opportunity to engage
in, what I have called in the past, “relational evangelism”. Those ministries
include the Community Gardens, the Wood-Fired Pizza Oven, the Alexandria UMC Trust Fund,
the Friends and Joy Circles, the group of widows and widowers who meet for support (there
is no formal name) and others. Now is the time to embrace God’s future. As JFK said above,
those who only look to the past and present are certain to miss the future. God is with you
and God is waiting for you.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Reminder that we are following our
Building Use Policy—the church
entrance doors will remain locked
unless there are two people present
in the building. Please call ahead
before you come to church, as there
are times when we are not in the
building, even though we are working.
Also, most days someone is in the
office earlier than 9:00 a.m. and
later than 1:00 p.m.

Publication Date for the next
Messenger:
Articles for the February issue need to be
in the office by NOON on Monday April
25th

March 3rd

Robb Erlandson

March 3rd

Donna Skalisky

March 7th

Clayt Lewis

March 8th

Gage Winger

March 9th

Liesel Bumgarner

March 9th

Kim Tryggeseth

March 10th

Jackie Olson

March 11th

George Ketter

March 11th

Ethan Scribner

March 12th

Gary Brink

March 14th

Abby Bray

March 16th

Wyatt Bray

March 19th

Ron Schutte

March 20th

Kipp Hayes

March 20th

Sharon Slack

March 21st

Annabelle Koehn

March 22nd

Cliff Emmert

March 22nd

RosAnn Flenner

March 23rd

Jennifer Taylor

March 23rd

Phyllis Freier

March 23rd

Jackie Strelow

March 25th

Susie Meyer

March 26th

John Mingus

March 26th

Preston Watson

March 27th

Carson Bumgarner

March 27th

Diane Fimon

March 28th

Lisa Koehn

111

March 29th

Paul Florell

102
94
77

March 29th

Pat Hardie

March 30th

Isabelle Vogt

In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership, people
serving in dangerous and difficult
settings, returned and returning
service people and their families, all
who seek and await peace.

2022 Worship Service
Attendance
Feb 6
Feb 13
Feb 20
Feb 27

March Birthdays

Store Cards: Reminder we have store cards available from CUB, Elden’s, Fleet Farm, and
Garden Center. A portion of your purchase goes back to the church’s general fund. We have denominations of 25,$50 and $100 dollar cards. Store cards are available Sunday mornings and in
the church office during the week.

March Bible Verses
Week of March 6th: Joel 2:1-2,12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2Corinthians 5:30b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.
Week of March 13th: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35.
Week of March 20th: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9.
Week of March 27th: Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Psalm 32; Luke 15:1-3,11b-32

Children Youth and Families
The SPRC committee met with members of the Children/Youth/Families committee on Feb. 14 to
discuss children, youth and family programming needs in light of Megan Lenz’s resignation in
December. Members felt it important to gather input from parents, families & church members, and
to that end, will hold a meeting on Wednesday, March 9th at 6:00 PM at the church to gather their
input. Put this date on your calendar! Whether you have kids, have had kids, are a kid, or simply
remember being a kid, we value your thoughts and ideas. More information will be provided closer
to the scheduled date.

West Central Minnesota Communities Action is again offering free income tax
preparation for low income people. Income guidelines are $33,000 for one person
and $55,000 for families consisting of two or more people. The service includes
Federal and State income tax and/or rent credit or real estate tax refund. I have
been volunteering with this activity for 14 years and find it a delightful opportunity to
assist people in our community. Covid precautions are in place and in person or
drop off, limited contact, is available. All returns are electronically filed and all
information is confidential. If you, or someone in your family have need of these
services, please contact WCMCA or me. Parents with young family members that
need to file simply to get their refund of withholding, please avail yourself of this free
service. We also can always use more volunteers in a variety of positions, greeters,
intake personnel or preparers. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
interest in tax preparation or volunteer opportunity.
Carol Meyer

In the Know.. News you need to know about your church

Parish News
In 2021 the Alexandria Trust Fund awarded $9022 in grants. We selected two very deserving non-profits
to each receive $4511. Dodoma Christian Medical Center in Tanzania will use the funds to support maternal and child health. DCMC is in one of the poorest areas of the county with historically remarkably high
maternal/child death rates. Central Global Vision in Sierra Leone was the other recipient, and the funds
will allow for ninety blind patients to get cataract surgery with intraocular lens placement. The granting
process will begin again this fall with $9934 available. Watch for details!

FELLOWSHIP GARDENS
Alex UMC Fellowship gardens may be under snow, but the gardeners are already planning for
the growing season!


Would you like a garden bed this season?

• Would you like to volunteer to help out in
getting the beds ready for the season? We could use short-term volunteers to help replace some
garden beds, to clean out (trim, rake) a couple of garden beds, and organize our garden shed.
Contact Heidi at heidibrownryan@gmail.com if you are interested! We'd love your participation.
March is Foodshare month - Twice every year we collect food and money for the food shelf.
Alexandria UMC has always been generous. This year we will be collecting a variety of items,
foods, and juices along with money to support Kaylon Prep. Unlike my previous announcement,
they do not need toothpaste or toothbrushes. Please check out the list that Ginger is supplying.
Thank you for your willingness to help the students of Kaylon Prep. - Pastor Gary
Staple items we go through fast:

Treats:

Cheese sticks

Flavored almonds

Ramen cups

Deli Meat

Canned mandarin oranges flip top

Peanut butter -regular size jars

Trail Mix

Jelly -regular size jars

Beef Sticks/Beef Jerky

Honey

Orange Juice to keep in refrigerator

Bread

Apple juice to keep in refrigerator

Apples

Crackers– boxes

Strawberries

Cracker and cheese or peanut butter in individual pkgs

Raspberries

Veggie trays

Blueberries

Chap stick/ Good lotions

Mac n cheese cups
Fruit snacks
home baked goods
goldfish

Cash donations are encouraged as well for them to go purchase what is needed. Reason for
regular size containers of juices is they keep it in refrigerator for kids to help themselves and keep
environmentally friendly.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 Ash Wednesday

3

4

5

9:30 AM Brush & Palette

5:00 PM
Confirmation

11

12

18

19

25

26

12:30 PM PEO Group
3PM Bible Study

6:30 PM Al-anon
meeting

6
9:00 AM Worship
Service

7

9:30 Craft Day

8

9

10

9:30 AM Brush & Palette

5:30 PM Trustees
mtg

6:30 Church
Council

9:30 AM Coffee Group
3PM Bible Study

13

6:30 PM SPRC
Meeting

6:30 PM Al-anon
meeting

14

15

9:00 AM Worship
Service

5:30 Trustees
5:00 PM
Confirmation

16

9:30 AM Brush & Palette
2PM Prayer Group
3PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Al-anon
meeting

20

7:00 PM Ash
Wednesday
Service

21

22

17
9:30 Joy Circle

5:00 PM
Confirmation
5:00 friends Circle
@ the Lure

23

24

9:30 AM Brush & Palette
9:00 AM Worship
Service

27

9:00 AM Worship
Service

3PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Al-anon
meeting

28

5:00 PM
Confirmation

29

30

9:30 AM Brush & Palette

5:00 PM
Confirmation

3PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Al-anon
meeting

31
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Return Service Requested

Alexandria United Methodist Church Staff/ Office Hours
Address: 2210 6th Ave East

Office is open (9:00-1:00)

Website: www.alexumc.org

Youtube Channel - AlexUMC

Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday/email: (pastorgary@alexumc.org)
Ginger Mayer– Administrative Assistant Em ail: (office@alex um c.org)
Phone: 320-763-4624

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-3:30

