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Hello Everyone,
Last Tuesday, June 23, 2020, I wrote the following in my daily email.
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our
sins to set us free from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to home be the
glory forever and ever. Amen.” (Galatians 1:3-5)
What do you think Paul meant by “to set us free from the present evil age”? That is always a good
question. The Bible I use the most has this commentary
Christ gave himself for [our] sins and rescued [us] from “the present evil age.” His life, death, and
resurrection have ushered in a new era where the “present age” and the “age to come” overlap. Believers in Christ have escaped the fallen present age, and through the Holy Spirit now experience
blessings related to the coming age, although it has not yet arrived completely.
What exactly does that mean? I think it may mean something different for many people. For me, it means I
don’t have to live like everyone else. I am free from all stereotypes that pigeon-hole people because of
some perceived differences (though I often fall back into those stereotypes). It means I can let go of my privilege and begin seeing the world through the eyes of people who have been systematically relegated to
“those people” (though I often fail to look through their eyes). It means that through God’s love, I am freed
from classism, ageism, racism, etc. (though I often slip into those “isms”). I no longer have to buy into the
need to get more status, more wealth, more power, more prestige, more stuff (Tom T. Hall reference: “Faster Horses, Younger Women, Older Whiskey, More Money”).
I am, I hope, freed to live the life that God calls me to live with and through the lens of God’s total
love for God’s creation. I am no longer bothered, I hope, by people who don’t look, talk, live, or love like
me. I am, I hope, able to hear the cries of the needy, dispossessed, downtrodden, and dissolute and hear
the fears of the rich, powerful and privileged. I am, I hope, able to love all my neighbors as God loves and, in
turn, love God faithfully by loving all my neighbors. I am also able, as often as I can, to work for justice for all
people, to work to end hunger and poverty, to advocate for earth/environmental care, and to work for true
peace in this world (even if it is only in my small portion of the world).
To be freed from this present evil age also means I am not afraid of what the future will hold. I am
able to live into that future because God is there already. It means I can Dream Dreams of a better future,
for our world, our country, our state, our county, our church, and our families. The Holy Spirit will give us
dreams that will guide us, Alexandria UMC, into new life, new mission, and new ministry.
As we continue to “hunker down” during this COVID-19 pandemic, what our your dreams for our future? (Responses are always welcomed.)
Let the Holy Spirit fill you with dreams of our future as Alexandria UMC.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Gary
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Worship Attendance
2020
2019
1st
1st 2nd

June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

82
83
74
83

50
40
52
44
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56
38
54

In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership,
people serving in dangerous and
difficult settings, returned and
returning service people and their
families, all who seek and await

July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Pizza Night 58PM

5

6

9:00 AM
Worship Service
outside weather
permitting or
online on our
Youtube channel

12

13

9:00 AM
Worship Service
outside weather
permitting or
online on our
Youtube channel

19

20

9:00 AM
Worship Service
outside weather
permitting or
online on our
Youtube channel
26
9:00 AM
Worship Service
outside weather
permitting or
online on our
Youtube channel

8

9

9:30 Brush &
Palette

5:30 Trustees

6:30 PM

Pizza Night 58PM

Church

27

14

15

9:30 Brush &
Palette

Pizza Night 5-8
PM

21

22

9:30 Brush &
Palette

Pizza Night 5-8
PM

28

29

9:30 Brush &
Palette

Pizza Night 5-8
PM

Pastor Gary on
Vacation till 8/19

3

Sat
4

Office
closed

7

5:30 Missions/
Social Concerns
meeting

Fri

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

Council

Announcements
Helen Glade says thank you to everyone who sent cheery cards or made a phone call on my 90th Birthday.
It was amazing! My appreciation to my family also for making the day so special.
The Finance committee wishes to thank the congr egation for your suppor t dur ing these tr ying
times. Many of you have made an effort to bring your support to the church office. Others have used this
as an opportunity to set up electronic giving. Whatever choice you have made – Thank you. Due to your
continued support we ended the month of May with a positive balance in our checking account- general
fund of $11,568. All local bills were paid and the only outstanding amount was $5,024 owed to the Annual
Conference for our share of apportionments. There are several reasons for this positive news. We refinanced our mortgage and reduced our monthly payments in February. At that time we also curtailed
hours for various staff members and reduced Pastor Gary’s salary by 10%. When the shutdown due to
Covid 19 happened the Annual Conference covered the cost of medical insurance and pension for all Minnesota pastors for the months of April, May and June. These actions along with your strong support has
allowed us to weather this period in the life of our church in a positive manner. We are appreciative of
your actions and all the work that Pastor Gary and Cheryl have done to bring a meaningful worship experience to us. May we continue to bring positive things to Alexandria United Methodist Church.
Store Cards We still have lots of stor e car ds in the office to pur chase. We have denominations of $10
up to $100. If you need a gift for someone or if you would like to help support the church as we make $5.00
off of every one hundred dollars. Office hours are from 9AM to 1PM . If you call ahead I can get them
ready for you to pick up or just stop into the office and I will help you.
PASTOR GARY WILL BE ON VACATION FROM JULY 29 THROUGH AUGUST 19,2020

1) Megan Bristow
Gavin Olson
Wes Smith

July Birthdays

2) Wyatt Cavers
3) Arlyn Cin
Glen Haburn
Bryson Scribner
4) Kara Gerdes
Rosemary O’Brien
6) Wendy Watts
7) Desiree Galbrath
10) Shannon Determan
Kaitlyn Gimbel
11) Jack Nelson
12) Carol Windels

13) Lowell Gess

22) Bob Olson

16) KoleBert Feda
Sue Rishavy

25) Rick Christensen

17) Sarah Swanson
18) Chuck Holm
Will Rieke
Maria Schlapkohl
Nicolas Witt

19) Andy Vano
20) Brian Denke
Spencer Olson
21) Jacob Balcome
Marsha Campbell
Pat Fearing
Aubrey Meyer

27) Don Baustian
Bruce Jordan
Chloe Loch
Bernie Van Zomeren
28) Betty Olson
30) Heidi Becker
Arlue Beheng
Michael Helgeson
Samuel Helgeson
DeeAnn Kraemer
31) Connie Gratias
Karen Morgan
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