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Dear Friends,

Can | refer to a politician’s words without being political? Probably not. But ‘tis the season, seemingly all the time
now. And, what if those political words wander over the line (if there is such a line, which | doubt) into the realm
where | work? Ooh, then it gets interesting, doesn’t it? So, are you curious? Tempted to keep reading? Please!
Don’t let me stop you!

Last week the politician in question (whose name I’ll not mention, though most of you will figure it out anyway)
said in a large public forum, in response to a subject raised, “I believe Andrew Jackson had the appropriate
response to America’s enemies — kill them.” And the crowd went wild roaring its approval. This confuses and
disturbs me greatly, both the statement and its happy audience reception, for a couple of reasons.

First, who qualifies to make the “America’s enemies” list? There are some who openly threaten and work to harm
this country and its citizens. We know that. We remember September 11"

There are others though, who get caught up emotionally, and in many cases ignorantly, in some mass protest at
which people chant, “Death to America!” They might also burn an American flag or an effigy of the President or
both. Are they our enemies? Are we to kill them? All of them? Those are some pretty big crowds.

Then there are the “intellectual property pirates” who steal some idea or object created by Americans and then
profit somehow from that theft. Their actions cause some harm to the individuals who've been robbed, and thus
damage to our national economic health. They are enemies too of a sort. Should we hang those pirates like we
used to?

And what about American citizens who openly oppose the war in Afghanistan, and/or advocate cutting the
defense budget, or refuse to stand for “The Star-Spangled Banner” as a certain former governor has pledged to do
from now on? Are these people all enemies of America, or just some of them? Who decides? Is the enemy, like
beauty, in the eye of the beholder? If so, what if we agree with the current Beholder-in-Chief that we need to kill
one or two or a thousand of them, and then later decide that they really didn’t qualify for the list? Hard thing to
fix.

The other reason I’'m troubled, and you can call me naive, silly, totally unrealistic if you like, but | seem to recall
Jesus reportedly saying something like, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.” | can’t claim
to do either very well, but | can’t seem to escape those words, and | don’t think we’re supposed to. They’re blunt,
uncompromising, audacious. And | think that is exactly why they are so convicting and compelling.

To add to my confusion, the “kill our enemies” candidate recently made an issue of his “redemption.” His past is
rather messy, but he has been redeemed, made new in Christ.

Killing our enemies is not a new thing. We’'ve been doing it for a long time, and exulting in it at times. |
understand the appeal. However, I’'m pretty sure it’s not the Christian thing to do. If it were, we’d have a rifle or
a drone or an aircraft carrier hanging over our communion table instead of a cross.

Shalom,
Jeff
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Happy Birthday to: Telephone (320) 763-4624
Alden Mattocks, who will celebrate his 90th
Birthday on Feb. 19th Pastor: Jeffrey Hansen
Congratulations to: Secretary/Treasurer: Colleen Schutte

Don and Connie Mehesan on the birth of their
granddaughter, Lyla Jae Mehesan, on Dec.
28th. Organists: Kirk Landman and Gale Maxwell

Custodian: Denise Dropik

Nursery: Amanda Winther & Amber Krienke

Worship Attendance Office Hours
2012 2011 Jeff — Tuesday (3-5 pm)
8:00 10:30 8:00 10:30 Thursdays (10-12 noon, 3-5 p.m.)
Jan. 1 — 82 32 89 by appointment at other times
Jan. 8 84 106 51 109
Jan. 15 73 80 50 117 Office is Open

Monday through Friday 9:00-1:00
Colleen — Mon-Tue-Wed-Thu-Fri

Reminder that we are following our Safe
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FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS

Liturgists:
8:00 Feb. 5 & B2Sue Walker Feb. 19 & #6Tom DeWitt
10:30 Feb B Paula Glade Feb. 1& Jean Bristow Feb. 19 & #@vVlegan Burkhammer
Ushers:
8:00 Linda Cole, Scott & Vicki Johnston, Chuck Bollen
10:30 Margaret Anderson, Phyllis Freier, Scott Schlapkohl, Kim Tryggeseth
Acolytes:
Feb 5 8:0@ Madeleine Evans & Calley Richart3@® Hannah Nelson & Brynne Pass
12 8:0@ Lexi Dirkes & Brian Denke 10:3@ Shaunah Stanbra & Calley Richardson
19 8:0@ Kirsten Hastings & Lexi Dirkes 10:3@ Ethan Scribner & Cody Richardson
26 8:0@ Emma Reilly & Lexi Dirkes 10:3@ Robb Erlandson & Hannah Nelson
Greeters:
Feb 5 8:0® Mike & Audra Bartell family 10:3@ Jim & Luverne Adams
12  8:0® Wes & Muriel Smith 10:30@ Betty & Connie Springman
19  8:0® Aaron & Brenda Thomson familyl0:3@ Bruce Jordan
26  8:0® Jerry & Mary Wilkens 10:3@ Bruce and Kathleen Pohlig

Coffee Servers:

Organists:

Feb. 5 Mike & Sandy Denke, John & Ann Heydt Feb 6 Lonnie Kriel
12 Tom & Cindy Townsend, Reed & Lee Becker 120 Gale Maxwell
19  1st/2nd Grade Sunday School Class 19 Gale Maxwell
26  Tom & Joyce Martin, Dave & Lynn Nelson 260 Lonnie Kriel
Nursery Workers:

February 5 &d@mber Krienke
February 12 &@B8manda Winther

UMW Honor Linda Dewitt
Every year, our United Methodist Women honor a member of our church with a
special mission recognition pin and certificate. This year, our UMW group has chosen
Linda DeWitt. Linda was recognized on Jan. 8th at the 8:00 worship service. Linda
has contributed significantly to the work of our church. She is very deserving of this
recognition. Linda has been involved in: Rosebud Mission Trip planning and
preparing of food, Sunday school teacher, Vacation Bible School leader, choir member,

Congregational Care committee member, baking cakes, cookies and rolls for many occasions

(fundraisers, CasDo Ki d s, graduati on
work and are pleased to recognize her in this way. Thank you Linda!

CIRCLE MEETINGS:
Friendsii Thurs., February 9th, 7:00 PM
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In  your prayers, remember
LaVonne Ahlstedt, Luella Beto, Del
Blair, Lowell Gess, Marilyn Graczyk,
Edith Laird, Dan Olson, Helen
Paulson and Carolyn Randall.

Alex UMC served 52 guests at
the January 2012 Community
Breakfast. Thank you to those
who donated their time, talent
Brenda & Chuck Bollen, Shirley

and items:
Bruckner, Linda DeWitt, Judy & Paul Florell,
Phyllis & Otto Freier, Julie Hansen, John

Heydt, Bruce Jordan, Carol Meyer, and
Andrea & Todd Olson. Did you know that
we served 714 breakfasts in 2011 and more
than 1800 breakfasts between January 2009
and December 2011? You make a difference
Alex UMC! Thank you for your great works!

The next Community Breakfast will be

February 11th, from 9:00-10:00. Watch for
sign up sheets to volunteer or to bring needed
items. All are welcome to attend!
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Did-ya-know?
The North Star Comment comes out twice
a year, spring and fall.
All Districts exceededtheir 2012 pledge to
mission!
All Districts exceededtheir 2012 pledge to
Emma Norton Services!
New socks and
will be collected at the Annual Gathering,
October 8, at White Bear Lake UMC
Minnesota Conference website
www.minnesotaumc.org
1 You can visit the UMW online community
at www.umwonline.org
North Star District Pledge to Mission for
2011 is $62,000
The total conference Pledge to Mission is
$240,000
Minnesota Conference Pledge to Emma
Norton Services is $55,000
You can learn more about Emma Norton
Service on www.emmanorton.org
Alexandria UMW sponsored 5 camperships
in 2011
Alexandria UMW will
camper in 2012
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For 30 years the March Campaign of Minnesota Food Share has been making a
major difference relieving hunger throughout Minnesota. This annual cash and food
drive raises money and food to stock 300 food shelves across the state. This
compassionate annual collaboration between churches, schools, businesses, civic

— } groups, families and individuals raises more than half the food distributed each year
March Is MIHNESOta by these food shelves. Please be aware that, while food donations are welcomed,
Food Share Month  \jinnesota Food Share can make your food $$$ go 5 to 10 times further than you
can. This is due to its ability to purchase food at highly discounted rates. A cash donation to Minnesota Food
Share has the highest impact on hunger in our state. Please help our church make a difference.

@Can Someone Explain this Diversity Stuff
Have you ever wondered about all this diversity stuff? All men and women are invited to discuss
more with the Diversity Resource Action Allianceds s
Someone Explain this Diversity Stuff to Me?0 Thro
activities and videos, DRAAGs goal is to start you t
why i tds i mportant to value di v e fi pdrsonal, professiamdl land a s p e «
community -wide. The UMW programming event is open to all men and women on Thursday,
February 2nd between 6:30 and 7:30 in the fellowship hall. United Methodist Women will meet at

5:45 for dinner and their brief meeting will follow the programming at 7:30.

2 Dan Olson
Aaron Thomson

3 Cora Smith

5 Madalyn Gimbel
Deb Vikander

6 Lamont Mounsdon

12

13

14

Ryan DeReamer
Karen Gadbaw
Betty Sax

Coltin Wassengeso

Maurine Hamelau

Megan Anderson
Gabriel Evans

Jacqui Donahue
Chris Springman

Arlene James-Carlson
Eden Phillips

Alice Emmert
Linda Ruter

17 Julie Parks
Gary Seiler

18 Otto Freier
John Halvorson

19 Adam Cummins
Alden Mattocks

20 Francesca Jost
Jennifer Heydt
Fred Lindstrom
Lee Moench
Mathaies Noding

22 Courtney Richardson

24 Ben Kakac

15 John Heydt Deb Parrott
7 Jackson Cavers Jeanne Reed
Brian Koehn 16 Chuck Bollen
_ Sandy Denke 28 Paula Glade
8 Adam Pitcher Ron Larson Pat Sherman

Will Reed




Sunday, February 5th is our annual Camp SundaySoupder Sunda
The Sunday School children, preschool through 6th grade, will be singing
/)= at the 10:30 service. We really hope for a good turn out! For this Camp
Sunday, we are asking children (adults too if they want!) to dress in camp
style clothing. In the opening part of Sunday School we will be talking
about camp and all the different opportunities for summer church camp.

Instead of our regularpot-l uck dinner, wedll share a Sol
suggests, youdll have your choicr ~-° - “a
dessert, a makeyour-own-sundae bar with soft-serve ice cream and all :

kinds of toppings! Yum! We are asking families to bring homemade
soups/chili, crackers, shredded cheese, breads and ice cream toppings <
There are sign up sheets in the narthex for you to indicate what you
would be willing to bring. All proceeds will go to sponsoring children

who would like to attend camp this summer.

February 5th is also Communion Sunday. For United Methodists the communion table
is open. All are welcome, adults, children of all ages and levels of understanding. You
could say, Sunday dinner for Godos famil
about it now. And, come, enjoy the day!

Education Committee

Wedre now on Facebook! Ch
updates on events here as well as keeping abreast of
what 0s goi ng on i n the wo
Methodist Church. (Search for Alexandria United
Methodist Church inthe searchbart her e ar e sever al Al exandi
of our stained glass windows in the profile picture.)

Reo & Cleona V.C. wupdate.

Mom wrote “Please don’t get us anythi.
being in our own home."” A neighbor <cl ea
porch and steps, shovels a path, and bri.
we ek . My brother does the Dbills. They
“from at+durofc hywruch family and friends”.

God Bless each one of you,
Chuck and Brenda Bol |l en
1

Happy New Year 20
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Why We Apportion
Apportionments are our first mile of giving. They are the framework for our connectional ministry and
mission. When we give generously though our local church, our congregation can pay its apportionments.
And through these apportionments, we support these causes:

World Service Fund—the financial lifeline to a long list of Christian missions and ministries throughout the
denomination.

Africa University Fund—When we support Africa University Fund, we are meeting Africa’s vital needs. Africa
University graduates work in many areas such as agriculture, health care, and church growth and
development.

Ministerial Education Fund—allows The United Methodist Church to continue its commitment to recruit and
educate quality pastoral leadership.

Black College Fund—Helps the 11 United Methodist-related historically Black colleges and universities to
maintain solid and challenging academic programs, strong faculties, and well-equipped facilities.

Episcopal Fund—Our bishops—an integral part of the spiritual and administrative leadership of The United
Methodist Church—are supported by this fund.

Interdenominational Cooperation Fund—enables United Methodists to have a presence and a voice in the
activities of several national and worldwide ecumenical and interreligious organizations.

General Administration Fund—attends to the business of The United Methodist Church by ensuring
trustworthy systems of oversight and financial accountability.

To learn more about how you can share God’s gifts through The United Methodist Church, visit
www.umcgiving.org.

MAJOR CHURCH FUND RAISING ACTIVITY
Waffle supper, sponsored by Alex UMC and Alexandria Evening Lions,
will be held on "Fat Tuesday”, February 21st, from 4:30-7:00 pm. Tick-
ets are $7 for those 12 and older. We are asking members and friends
to help with pre-sale of tickets. We also have posters that we would
appreciate having placed at locations around the area. Please consider
picking up five tickets to sell. Tickets are available in the office.

Remember to bring your used ink cartridges and laser toner cartridges to

@ church and place them in the box in the computer lab (across from the

Ink Cartridges office). They will be recycled and the church will receive money/reward
Toner Cartridges points for some brands.



Faith and Pop Culture

Whatt An expl oration of gospel message(s) eldnet oSd ey
Closer: WwWhy U2 Matters &and eBhostenSélakipyuiGabs:
Musi c Matters o ThbBothdooksare lay/ChrigtianCsehdrerowho is a Profes-

sor of Worship and Pastoral Theology at Luther Seminary in St. Paul.**

Exploration of contemporary music will begin with the music of U2. Widely acknowledged as
the biggest band in rock, members of the band lead by Bono are frequently in the news media

touting humanitarian goal s. Using materi al fror
how U2Es music fits within the greater Christian
to the power of GodEs work in the world today.

Group discussion wil/ focus on U2Es music for t\

this portion of the discussion group. All materials will be provided. (Although you can find
copies online for as little as $6 and it is a very interesting book!)

The second book of ScharenEs that wil!.l frame t he
between pop culture, music and our relationship with God. It will include a wide range of
popular music from blues, hip - hop, and r ock. WeEIIl also explor

acts such as the Avette Brothers, Mumford and Sons, Over the Rhine, and others. For this
portion of the discussion it is suggested, but not required, that participants have the book
e Broken Hal Thedostis adussds.

When: Meeting dates: February 12th and 26th, March 11th and 18th, April 15th and 22nd.
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall following the early service.

Who: Everyone is welcome to be part of the discussion.

** QOur United Methodist Women have arranged to have Dr. Scharen join us for a presentation
on his books and research on how pop culture and faith intersect in May.

Caregivers
Support

Crotp Caregiver’s support group meets tHe panndat

- f/f»\Flrst Lut heran Church, 822 Douglas Street

,yfﬁ}«\(;‘to attend. Participants wil/ be able to

:—wM\ with receiving valuable education inform
guestions, con7@&204®Mary at 320



Dear Alexandria United Methodist Church congregation,

My Foster Grandparent Program volunteers and | are very grateful to have the opportunity to hold

our 1T mo ménhck séaetingsnn your fellowship hall beginning January 25th. My FGP area is
divided into two groups. The other volunteers in my area meet in Sauk Centre at First Lutheran
Church. |l tAis 1 mportant that our -goirggdrdimngslthatgassistn d m
them either with the children they serve, or in a more personal way while in our program. A
convenient, comfortable location is a blessing for them to gather in.

The Foster Grandparents Program has been in existence since 1965, when our particular program,
The Central Minnesota FGP, became one of the first pilot projects in the nation. Catholic Charities
has been the sponsor for this non-profit from the beginning, so our main office is in St. Cloud.
However, | have my office in Sauk Centre. | currently supervise around 47 volunteers and there are
over 200 in our particular program.

This is the mission statement of our Foster Grandparents: The senior volunteers of the Central
MN Foster Grandparent Program provide meaningful, supportive relationships for children
with special needs that enrich the lives of all involved.

Our volunteers, ages 55 and over, are specifically focused on helping children. The children range

in age from babies, up to the age of 21, and they are typically in schools, preschools, day cares, as

well as other settings. These are children who may have obvious special needs, or may be
struggling/falling behind in a particular subject, or many need emotional support more than help with

the curricul um. OQur Tgrandmas and grandpasi are
to our program, and many decide to serve between 18-25 hours per week on the average. Overall,

the time they spend with the children surely benefits them, the children, and the staff who supervise,

be it teachers, directors, principals, etc.

There are many other benefits to being a Foster Grandparent, including, but not limited to, an hourly,
tax-free stipend, mileage reimbursement, lenient possibilities for time off, new friendships with others
in the program, on-going trainings, and more! | currently am recruiting new volunteers and have
openings in the Alexandria school system. My openings also include schools in Carlos, Miltona,
Brandon, Glenwood and Osakis.

This is a glimpsei an introduction to who we are. Again, we are truly blessed to have such a
wonderful facility to meet in and appreciate your generosity and hospitality! Thank you so much!

FGP Area Supervisor,
Pat Scherf

(If you are interested in getting more information about the Foster Grandparent Program, Pat can be
reached at 320-293-0682 or email: pscherf@ccstcloud.org.)



MISSIONS:

S 288.47 Kids Against Hunger

S 131.00 Human Relations Day

S 25.00 UM Student Day

S 90.00 Native American Awareness Day

S 60.00 Peace With Justice

S 300.00 One Great Hour of Sharing

S 532.00 Blanket Sunday

$2,097.32 Douglas County Food Shelf (5192.32 from SS offering; $1905 from donations)
$2,670.05 Kissy Eye Clinic ($634.50 from Dr. Gess’s book, $2,035.55 donations)
$2,089.50 World Hunger

S 45.00 Love Offering

$1,485.00 UMCOR—undesignated

S 2,580.00 Imagine No Malaria (5190 from SS/Can Do; $2390 from donations)

S 300.00 Tornado Relief

$1,670.00 Earthquake Relief

S 48.11  Feed My Starving Children

S 600.00 Tree of Life Mission (Rosebud)

$15,011.45 TOTAL

OTHER GIVING:

S 545.05 Camperships

S 30.00 VBS Supplies

$2,891.00 Easter Offering (Apportionments)

$3,611.00 Christmas Offering (52480 to Apportionments)

S 389.96 Children’s Storybook Bibles

S 104.69  Sewing Group (S20 donations, $84.69 from salad luncheon)

$4,000.00  Outreach Fund (52,666 given to HRA)

S 313.00 Community Breakfast (5150 from salad lunch, $163 from donations)
$11,884.70 TOTAL

SPECIAL PROJECTS UMW GIVING:

S 1,865.00 Security System $3,600 District UMW for Missions
S 50.00 Children’s Bells S 50 Jefferson Senior High Party
S 300.00 Banners/Paraments S 300 Emma Norton

S 475.00 Parsonage Maintenance S 50 lJingle Bells

$ 1,150.00 Sprinkler Pipe Painting S 75 Someplace Safe

$ 1,695.00 Air Conditioner/Furnace Repair S 125 School of Christian Mission
S 120.00 Paint for sheds (salad lunch) $502.50 Alex UMC General Fund
S 40.00 Block Party S 365 Imagine No Malaria

S 203.00 Playground $5,068 TOTAL

S 400.00 Narthex Round Tables

$42,331.00 Capital Campaign COMMUNITY OUTREACH:
$48,629.00 TOTAL $2,500—Angel Tree (25 students @ $100—est.)

Special Giving by Alexandria UMC in 2011

$2,142 —Community Breakfast (714 meals at $3

estimate)
$4,642 TOTAL

TOTAL SPECIAL GIVING: $85,234.64




