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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Grace, Peace, and Love to you in Jesus, the Christ!
What are you doing this summer to take some time off? Did you take a vacation or are you planning one?
During this time of COVID-19 restrictions, what does a vacation even look like?

Some may be planning a camping trip to a state or national par:. Family together with enough physical
distancing (I really dislike using “social” when discussing distancing) from other people. Camping could
then include trail hikes, swimming, cookouts, fishing, and other relaxing activities.
Are you planning a sight-seeing vacation? Perhaps to the North Dakota Badlands or Mount Rushmore in
South Dakota. Staying at hotels and motels should be safe enough. Eating out may be more problematic
but doable.
Cheryl and I are doing neither. We are doing what many do for vacations: visit family. Only in our case
it is more of a working vacation as we help get my Mother moved into my sister’s new home. It will also
mean sorting through everything Mom and Dad collected for years, claiming what we want, and selling,
giving or throwing out what we don’t want. (Anyone want old Elvis Presley whiskey bottles? Some are
empty, some are half full, and others are full. It was something my grandmother collected.) Then we will
put the house (actually, half of a duplex) on the market.
Vacations (or Holidays if you are from Canada) are important for all people. It allows us to get away
from the usual routine of work and home. though in this time of coronavirus it is more difficult to pull
off. It is a time of refreshment of the soul and spirit. It is also related to the understanding of Sabbath.
Taking one day a week to not thinking about work or chores and devoting it to God.
Many independent churches limit the vacation time of their pastors to two or maybe three weeks a year.
Corporations and other businesses also limit their workers to two or three weeks a year. Pastors are
notorious for not taking Sabbaths or vacations leading to burnout, depression, and other self-destructive
behaviors. The Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church recommends that
churches in the conference give four weeks of vacation per year to their pastors with 0 to 10 years of
experience and five weeks per year after that. The years in deemed to be July 1 to June 30 to coincide
with the time pastors move to new appointment.
The 2019-20 cycle saw the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic. During that cycle, I used only two
weeks of vacation in January and was planning the other three weeks for May and June. Well, that didn’t
happen. So, now is the time to take some time away. Don’t worry, I will return.
Can YOU take some time away? I hope and pray that you can. In the meantime, have a great summer.
Peace be with you!
Pastor Gary
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In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership,
people serving in dangerous and
difficult settings, returned and
returning service people and their
families, all who seek and await
peace.
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ANNOUNCEMNTS
Stuff the Bus: United Way of Douglas and Pope Counties have asked for your participation in their “Stuff the
Bus Program”. This is a community wide effort to collect donations of school supplies and backpacks to be
distributed to registered K-12 students. The school supplies being requested are the following items: Crayons
(24 Count), Markers ( 8 Count), Colored Pencils (12 Count), Notebooks (wide ruled) Pocket Folders, Glue
Sticks, Scissors (blunt tip), Pencil Pouches, Erasers, Pencil sharpeners, Backpacks, and Dry Erase Markers.
You can donate by purchasing one or more of the requested items and place them in the Yellow Stuff the Bus
box which will be located in the church entryway. On Sundays when we worship outside, the box will be located on the church lawn. Donations need to be received on or before Friday August 14th.
Missions/Social Concerns Committee
Director of Children / Youth / Family Ministries: Alexandria United Methodist Church is seeking a parttime (20 hr/wk) Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries. In keeping with the United Methodist
mission of ‘making new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world’, this person would actively engage children, youth, and their families and provide a church experience that is fun, inclusive, and
supportive. Education of children and youth would support faith exploration, building lifelong relationships,
and demonstrate what it means to be a Christian disciple in today’s world.
Trust Fund: Since 2014 the Alex UMC Tr ust Fund has gr anted $39,536 to 12 differ ent non-profit
organizations.
The 2019 recipients were
Kissy UMC Eye Hospital- $2500
Dodoma Tanzania Health-$2500

UMC Fellowship Gardens- $1250
Butterfly Hill-$1132
Missionary- Mozart Adevu-$500
Each fall we typically bring a representative of each group to share their story with the
congregation but with the COVID-19 pandemic we will not be able to keep this tradition. Our 2020 allotment
for grants will be $8456.20. Start thinking of your favorite non-profit and when the grant process opens this
fall encourage them to write an application to be considered for these funds.
A note from Pastor Gary: Cheryl and I, along with our son Zachary, will be on vacation from July 29 to August 19, though we may return a few days earlier. We are traveling to the Boise, Idaho, area to help move my
Mother, Virginia, to my sister, Leslie’s, new home and then get her home ready for sale. Ada County, where
Boise is located, is having a spike in coronavirus cases and we will be taking all the proper precautions. Please
keep us in your prayers. I am not sure at the time of this writing who will be covering for me in case of
emergencies. I will let you know before I leave. I have pulpit supply lined up for two of the three Sundays I
will be gone. Rev. Kathryn Rothman will be here on August 2, and Robert “Bob” Kutter will fill in for me on
August 16.
Have a Blessed Day. Stay safe and stay calm for there is
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Gary Taylor

Announcements

Thank You: Due to your generosity we were able to forward $850.00 to UMCOR’S COVID-19 Response
Fund. The funds will be used to assist indigenous communities in the United States
impacted by COVID-19. Thanks to your generosity communities in the United States and around the world
will receive the assistance needed to relief their suffering. Missions/Social Concerns Team
Confirmation : Will be held on Sunday August 23rd at 10:30 AM. The service will be outside on the
lawn and we ask that only immediate family members attend.
Love Offering: Each year, churches in the MN Annual Conference take a Love offering for
missions in conjunction with the Annual Conference Session. This years theme of the annual
conference is Be the Light.— Live Hope! The Love Offering provides the opportunity to be the light and
hope for those crying out for love, compassion, justice, and grace in their lives, The funds that the conference receives this year will go to four projects. Simpson Housing Services, Emma Norton Serevices, Joyce
Uptown Foodshelf, and the Committee on Native American Ministry Diaper Drive. To make a donation to
the Love Offering make check out to AUMC and note Love Offering in the memo line of check.

Shrubs: Many thanks to Alden Mattocks, Helen Glade, Donna Skalisky, and Fran Williams for their generous donations toward the purchase of thirteen new shrubs added to the landscaping on both sides of the
church entrance. Shrub varieties included are Mugo Pine, False Cyprus, Bird’s Nest Spruce, Hemlock, Arborvitae, and Fat Cat Spruce. The plants on the northwest side are arranged to allow for a possible future
installation of a cross and flame structure to replace the old one removed from the bell tower last year. Also, thank you to AUMC Trustees, Denise Dropik, and Lars Dropik for their work in planting the shrubs.

August Birthdays
3) JoEllen Cron

4) Oliver Langner

15) Kelly Bumgarner
Amelia Zahnow

5) Eric Carpenter

17) Vicki Johnston

7) Jessica Nelson
Jakob Stender

19) Linda Cron
Dave Morgan
Lizzy Rieke

9) Allison Loch
Nathan Nelson

10) Susan Brede

11) Jack Greengo
12) Kari Erlandson
Carol Meyer
David Nelson

22) Margaret Anderson
Wendy Haburn
Donata Herr
23) Hadley Miller
24) Jason Koehn
Brandon Runnoe

13) Christian Scribner

25) Rick Glade

14) Logan Haburn

26) Scott Johnston

Sally Vano

28) Scott Schlopkohl

29) Tara Gimbel
31) Will Bartell
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