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Ginger Mayer

Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen, Indeed!

Hello Everyone, Grace and Peace be with you!
Before I began writing this article, I reread my April 2020 Messenger article.
We had just gone into Covid pandemic shutdown, we were in a “liminal period”
that I mentioned in March 2020, and we really had no idea of what we would
do during those two events. The main point of last year’s article was that things
are always changing, for better or for worse. I closed the article with these
words:
I believe that God is at work in the world, calling us into new, changed,
resurrected life. The Apostle Paul stated it this way, “So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has
become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) He also said, “Listen, I will tell you a
mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed.” (1 Corinthians
15:51) John the Seer witnessed the old heaven and earth pass away and
the new heaven and earth descend (Revelation 21:1-2).
We who believe in Jesus and follow in His Way are the people of the
Resurrection. We hold onto the hope and belief that God’s Spirit is loose in the
world facilitating, prodding, urging us into new, changing ways of “making
disciples for the transformation of the world”, as the United Methodist Church’s
mission statement puts it. In case you missed it, transformation equals change.
The Church’s Message of a God who creates all, loves all, and calls all into a
loving, life-giving relationship with God; and God’s Son Jesus who taught us
what that love means, suffered death at the hands of humanity because of that
Message, and was resurrected from death to proclaim the Message of God’s
Love; that changes everything, will always remain true.

How we communicate that Message to different people, in different places,
speaking different languages, living lives we may not understand, and living
in a technological, rapidly innovating, always changing 21st Century, must
change so that we reach as many people as possible for Christ.
Simply – The Message never changes; the way we deliver the Message must change frequently.
As Paul says, in a slightly different context, “I have become all things to all
people, that I might by all means save some.” (1 Corinthians 9:22b) The
way we bring the Message of God’s Love through Jesus Christ must
change to meet the ever-changing world. The church, our church, Alexandria UMC, must change for the sake of Jesus’ mission.
The Resurrected Jesus commissioned the disciples, apostles, and us in
several different ways. “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to
the whole creation.” (Mark 16:15) “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John
20:21) “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” (Luke
24:46-47) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
During this time following Resurrection Sunday (Easter) let us be mindful of
all the ways we can “go into the world” to share God’s Love, Grace, and
Peace in the name of Jesus Christ. Also remember that Jesus is with us
always to the end of the age.
Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen, Indeed!
Pastor Gary
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Worship Attendance-in person and
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2021
2020
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Reminder that we are following our
Building Use Policy—the church
entrance doors will remain locked
unless there are two people present
in the building. Please call ahead
before you come to church, as there
are times when we are not in the
building, even though we are working.
Also, most days someone is in the
office earlier than 9:00 a.m. and

Office Hours
Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday
Admin. Assist. Ginger Mayer
Office is open (9:00-1:00)
Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs-Fri
Megan Lenz– Director CYFM
Mon, Thurs, Fri (9-11:30)

Publication Date for
the next Messenger:
Articles for the May issue
need to be in the office by
NOON on Monday May 24th

In your prayers, please remember
all in positions of leadership,
people serving in dangerous and
difficult settings, returned and
returning service people and their
families, all who seek and await
peace.

Post-Pandemic Worship
Beginning April 1, 2021
Attendance Limits will be adjusted upward to 75 people.

This is about 1/3 capacity for the sanctuary.
Masks are still required.
Hand sanitation is encouraged and sanitizer is available.
Physical Distancing is required. Pews are marked as to where to sit.
Singing softly while wearing masks is permitted
We will not be doing the following:

1. Passing the collection plates.
2. Hand shaking and hugging aka Passing the Peace
3. Having coffee hour
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
Pastor Gary

April Parish Health News
It was brought to my attention recently that you have all heard so much about
health/illness since the beginning of the pandemic that we are reaching saturation!
Some have even stopped listening to the news and are burned out on all the do’s and
don’ts that are out there. I hear you. You all know what you need to do and some will
do it and some will not. It is free choice after all. God gave us free will and some are
committed to that end.
I understand your frustration with all the talk and all the recommendations that
are given every day on the news. It is challenging to understand the whys and wherefores of all that is said by the news media regarding the pandemic. It is also a tad
frightening and none of us likes to be frightened...much easier to push the
remote and say—NO MORE! Wish it were that easy to make things change.
Vaccines are scary too. Some say they are great and others are concerned
about the side effects and reactions. No one knows for sure and we like a sure thing
in this country! We don’t like to take chances. The news today said that there may
not ever be “herd immunity” with this as the many variants make that less likely to
happen. So what does that mean? Everyone needs to be vaccinated? How many
times? Every year? Do we wear masks forever then? The answers to these
questions are unknown and that makes us feel uncomfortable too.
Just know that there is still a whole lot more that we don’t know than we do
know about this novel virus. We are called to trust in the Lord and as Christians, who
is in a better place than we are? “We know that God works all things together for good
for the ones who love God, for those who are called according to his
purpose.”(Rom. 8:28). We will not know his purpose in advance but will come to see
how it works together as we look back on this from another time. We are all in this
together and God is at our side. We will come out all right!
Enjoy being with family, seeing life from a different perspective and learning the
patience that surpasses all understanding—God’s patience with us. Take this time to
love the neighbor that you never had time to love before because the
treadmill of life was spinning so fast. Maybe the neighbor is in your own household.
Maybe it is an elderly couple living nearby or even a checkout person at the grocery
store on your infrequent trips to shop. This is the “in-between” time. The time
between yesterday and tomorrow. Live it as best you can and I will try to do the same.
God Bless,
Judy Lightowler, MS, RN, CLM
District Parish Nurse

Amy Rieke • Cheryl Taylor • Kim Tryggeseth

I can’t believe it is already April! I
have enjoyed getting to be in person for Sunday school! Just a reminder: If you can’t make it in
person, please let me know and I
will work with you to find something that works for you family!

We will not be having Sunday
school on April 4th due to it being Easter! If you ever have any
questions or prayer requests,
please don’t hesitate to reach
out to me! I would be happy to
help answer your questions or
pray for you! God bless, Megan
Lenz

Youth
NEWSLETER
Hello Youth and Family!
Just a couple of announcements! We are going
to have Youth Group every other week this
month due to having lower numbers and spring
sports. Let me know if there is any questions or
prayer requests, Please let me know! God
Bless,
Megan Lenz

April Youth
Zooms
April 14th
April 28th

Sun

Mon Tue

4) Happy Easter 5)

6) 9:30 Brush &
Palette

9:00 AM
Worship Service

Office

10:30 AM
Worship Service

6:30
3:00 Bible Study
SPRC
Meeting

11)

12)

13) 9:30 Brush
& Palette

19)

20) 9:30 Brush
& Palette

Closed

9:00 AM
Worship Service
10: 00 Sunday
School
18) Native
American
Ministries Day

Wed

7)

Thu

Fri

Sat

1)

2)

3)

Maunday
Thursday
Service 7:00
PM and on
Youtube

Good Friday
Service

8)

9)

10)

16)

17)

22)

23)

24)

29)

30)

7:00 PM
and on
Youtube

6:30 Council
meeting

2:00 Prayer
Group

14) 5:30 PM 15)
trustees
9:30 AM Joy
Meeting
Circle
2:00 Prayer
group
6:30 Youth
3:00 Bible Study Group on
Zoom
21)

2:00 Prayer
group

9:00 AM
Worship Service

3:00 Bible Study

10: 00 Sunday
School
25)
9:00 AM
Worship Service
10: 00 Sunday
School

26)

27) 9:30 Brush 28)
& Palette
6:30 Youth
2:00 Prayer
Group on
Group
Zoom
3:00 Bible Study

Alexandria United Methodist
Community News
Report from Finance Committee:
This report is based on information provided to the council at the March meeting.
At that time we were current on all bills and had not used the line of credit.
Below are some figures for comparison:
January 2020
Revenue

February 2020

$21,241

Expenses 42,568
Balance

(21,328)

January 2021

February 2021

$32,012

$29,822

$28,825

29,709

24,289

19,754

$2,303

$5,533

$9,071

As you can see, there is a large difference between January of 2020 and this year.
This difference was caused, in part, because several expenses from 2019 were
carried over and paid in 2020.
You may note that our revenue in 2021 is considerably higher than last year and
while our committee is very happy and pleased with that, we are slightly concerned
because several people have fulfilled their entire commitment for year.
We thank all of you for your commitment during this Covid influenced year and pray
that as we are able to open more we are all able to generously share with Alexandria
UMC.

Easter Sunday is this Sunday April 4th. There will be two services, 9:00 AM and 10:30AM
with a limit of 75 people at each service. If you ordered a flower in memory of
someone and wanted to take it home please remember to take it with you.

Community News Continued

April Birthdays
3) Mel Nomsen
4) Bryce Vogt
5) Ann Heydt
Tony Primus
9) Gerry Olson
10) Betty Springman
Maureen Winger
11) Nicholas Schlapkohl

15) Keith Mounsdon
Bea Swenson
17) Phyllis Mounsdon
18) Jim Jensen
Dean Lindstrom
20) Dave Battey
Donna Phillips
22) Isabella Vogt

12) LaVonne Goodell

Kaylee Vogt

13) Mike Bristow

Brigitte Witt

Todd Dirkes

24) Nevin Brede
Gale Maxwell
Amy Rieke
29) Bob Rishavy
30) Joyce Martin
Heidi Ryan
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